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, studies of the peoples of North Africa 
of interesting P ictu "® t o missionary effort 


which should give meaning ^ c)aren don Press, 1/6). An adnii- 
Kitiderfreuden, von A. L • German reading book for beginners. 

rable and really interesting M ove Is and Tales , by Jonathan Nield 

A Guide to the Best h i(jea is capital. He gives us tables, 
(Elkin, Matthews). Mr. • , aut hor, publisher, and subject-a 


century* by century, 
most useful work, both for 


teachers and parents. Ihe only qualification 

m-ry discrimination, however, this should he 

" Pawn Mst of School ,, ,903 '43. Cannon Street, E C t/6). 

Mr Patou’s book is rather impressive. One sees how much of the 
education of ihe country is still in the hands of private teachers, masters 
and mistresses, and the various prospectuses included in the volume 
give the reader a sense of good work and conscientious efioit. Exami- 
nations, games and healthy surroundings are the ad\antages commonly 
offered. 

Geographical Readers, Stages i. and ii. (Newmann & Co.) A pleasant 
and interesting treatment of ( a ) Home and Neighbourhood ; ( b ) Definitions 
and Observations made on Country and Seaside Rambles, 

Latin Grammar Rules, by W. H. S. Jones (The Norland Press, 6 d.) A 
clear and concise treatment of Latin syntax. 

Little Folks (3/6); Bo-Peep (2/6); The Foolish Fox (1/6). Messrs. 
Cassell have, as usual, catered well for the little people whose parents 
approve of magazines for children. Pretty verses, pretty stories, and 
pretty pictures are in all these volumes. We wish “Tommy at the 
Museum ” had been left out of Bo-Peep . It is rather appalling. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ 7 /zc Editor is not t esponsible for tke opinions of Correspondents .] 

wp^ F J n ^ 0 , K ’"7* bave tbe ver y strongest conviction that the use of 
Em en °°k s ls an education in itself. I unceasingly regret the long 
the Whi ^ i°^ n ? ildh00d were wasted on reading and re-reading 

As in n ^ a eS were a PPointed spoon-meat of my nursery days, 

best It • S ° m lterature > I would have in an ideal nursery only of the 
children thp C H I ffi :)ar i atiVely eaS ^ nowada y s to get good literature for our 
feeble mawkflf CU ty SeCmS t0 lie rather with the keeping away of all the 
children all nh * narrow-minded, poorly-written stuff, issued specially for 
by loving friend * children > and so kindly and constantly bestowed 

of tCtae which re at ons : Tke perusal of all these books is a waste 

for cultivating tv,~ - 1S S ° P rec ' ous f° r storing the mind with big thoughts* 
style. As lontr as Ima ^. lnat ' on and laying the foundations of a literary 
standard work h„ 1S &ble t0 read aloud to the children, almost any 
by living or dead authors is suitable for the nursery or 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 
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schoolroom, though some are of course mnr» u, , 
a child begins to read for itself sDeriall U&b C tian others - When 
become necessary, not so much on aLountVThe 611 &thcted books 

Ja® - — - ir: 

d£oLge teaching 4 1 * ° p ““ 

child y whose mind I haVbe 0 e t „ 1 „„ W „rishero„ Ui "tiTS!™ 

Jones won the pnse at school. To come to particula s, I rlemb" 
holding my children, aged at the time 7 , .„d spell-bound during 

long hours wtth Mark Twain’s J„ a „ of Arc : whereas, the pictures 
once exhausted, the same children took but slight interest in a bound 

volume of some children’s magasine, which had been given them about 
the same time. 

My children are yet hardly sufficiently upgrown to decide exactly how 
far the free access to good literature has influenced and will influence 
their characters and minds. I can only state facts as they stand 

The eldest, now fifteen, and at a public school, finds time during each 
term to read some fifteen to twenty books taken out of the School Library ; 
he constantly lets me know what book he is reading, and they are by no 
means all tales of adventure. He also has the deepest admiration for 
Shakespeare. 

The next, a girl just fourteen, besides writing herself in a really capable 
manner, has a most discriminating taste in literature, can discuss charac- 
ters in fiction and their motives of action and compare one with another. 
She objects strongly to any slip-shod English, and can also usually tell by 
its style the author of any quotation she happens to meet with in prose or 


poetry. 

ihe youngest child, just eleven, is, of course, rather young yet to shew 
much result ; but I remember a little incident which shewed that at the age 
of six he could realise a well -drawn character. David Copperfield was the 
book of the moment, and the children had unanimously declared that the 
illustrations (in the original edition) did not at all carry out the author’s 

intentions as regards Mr. Murdstone. A day or two later K , seated 

on my knee, watching his sister at a dancing class, forcibly turned my 
head in the direction of one of the onlookers. “ Mother,” he whispered, 
“that is my idea of Mr. Murdstone.” It was almost a shock to me to 
find how exactly the dark-browed, cynical-looking man he had indicated 
carried out my idea of Murdstone as Dickens drew him. 

From which I argue that if a child of six (not a fragile, thin-faced, 
bookish child, but just an ordinary romping, rosy little chap, who at that 
time could not read for himself), could so thoroughly realise and make his 
own so decidedly unchildlike a character in fiction, what opportunities are 
lost for ever if children are not supplied from the very first direct from the 
pure fountains of literature. 
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, length of this letter, but it is a subject upon 
I must apologise for tne ie s tQ say t0 all parents, masters and 

which I feel most strongly. go short) s0 priceless, let all that is 

mistresses, “ Don’t waste time, Yours heartily, 

given be of the very best. ADR 

July 13 th, 190 3- nprmission to publish the above, which formed 

[I he Editor has as e P betw een her and the writer, because she 

part of a private correspondence 
thought it might be helpful to others.J 


Dear Editor, -The book I used was The English Method of Teaching 
to Read (Macmillan), but I believe that Reading in a twelvemonth 
(Sonnenschein) is still better. 

Yours very truly, 

16, South Hill Park Gardens, H - A. NESBITT. 

Hampstead, July 7th, 19 ° 3 - 

[The above is in answer to a correspondent who wrote asking the name 
of the book referred to in Mr. Nesbitt’s paper, The Education Bill Jr cm 
an Educatio?ial Standpoint .] 


Dear Editor, — The following extract from Uganda Notes (August, 
1903) may be of interest to the readers of the Parents' Review , as an 
indication of the spread of education in Uganda. The lectures were, I 
suppose, given in Luganda : — 

“Two most interesting lectures were given at Ngogw r e, by Mrs. Albert 
Cook, to the women of the surrounding district, on the following subjects— 
(1) 7 he care of young children, (2) The care of their own health, (3) The 
duties of wives. On the first day some two hundred women were present, 
on the second not quite so large a number assembled. Mrs. Cook illus- 
trated some parts of her lecture by washing an infant before the company, 
which evoked roars of laughter. The baby, however, seemed thoroughly 
0 enjoy its hath, and had probably never had such a luxurious one before, 
, n " ater e ' n £ used and native soap. The women expressed themselves 
of knrf ' ectures > and one said, ‘ You have opened the door 

oZ M gC T\ We ShaH try and rernem ber all you told us.’ 
lectures wiB^a " * ady WaS Seen ta ^' n S notes ! We believe that these 
about brino-i ° ^ reat £ 00c ^ ^ or the Baganda women are very ignorant 
knowled^ I? I UP f Chlld / n> 3nd many die at birth through this want of 
out Mrs Cook’ 0me f W ayS after the ,ectures we found a woman carrying 
largely on the s i?*™? 008 t0 the letter - The second day’s lecture was 
to the women on thiT °k- morallt y> and we ho pe the earnest words spoken 
Mrs. Cook invifpH f vf U ^ GCt muc ^ to ra ise the tone amongst them, 

they quite resnonHpa^ ^ 0me ? to as ^ questions on all the subjects, and 
great intelligence was ? tle invitat * on 5 rnany questions were asked and 
w as said. We hnno f u S ° Wn ‘ ^ women evidently quite took in all that 
hope this may not be the last of such lectures given here." 

I am, truly yours, 


E. K. 


Edited by Miss F. Noel Arme.eld, *•«., Victoria strtet<s u , 

lel - 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon Local Sees, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also <1 cop, s 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. * 

N.B.— Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


Will be held from October 3 oth to November 3 rd, iqoi bv kind 
permission at the Offices of the Civil Service Commission, Burlington 
Gardens, New Bond Street, London. 


, In consequence of the above there will be no P.N.E.U. Nature-study 
Exhibition at the time of the Conference. Members are strongly advised 
to contribute to the above exhibition instead, and in any case to 
inspect the objects sent. For full particulars apply to Mrs. Franklin, 
50, Porchester Terrace, W. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

Cheltenham. 

DUNFERMLINE. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

Esher.- 

GUILDFORD. — Names may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. — Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester, 
will receive names of people interested in this Branch ( pro tern.). 
Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Tunbridge Wells and District.— Hon. Sec. and Treasurer : 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tern.). 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 


